
Policy Memorandum 
Subject: Establishing A Romantic Relationship 
 
Overview 
In today's culture, it is common to establish a formal "romantic" relationship with another party. 
This policy memo recommends the extension of an invitation to create a formal relationship. There 
are several areas of consideration examined in this memo, including: effects on budget and morale, 
the second party's availability, time demands, one's preferences, and a risk calculation. The most 
important area: one's preferences - if strong enough, the invitation should be extended. 
 
Budget 
A formal arrangement entails an obligation to engage in many costly activities. From food expenses 
to travel to gifts, savings will be drawn down. Though deficit spending might be possible, few 
lending institutions would be willing to finance such endeavors. To replenish savings, other income 
streams will have to be arranged. 
 
Morale 
Studies show that relationships can lead to increased morale and longer life. History too provides 
examples of a relationship's positive effects on a person's livelihood. However, there are also 
examples of hurt morale: over time, if the intangible of "compatibility" is not present, stress may 
enter into the arrangement. There might also be the risk of the other party breaching the contract to 
engage in romantic activities with a third party, seriously detracting from morale. 
 
Availability 
If the other party is already in a formal arrangement with a third party, then it is impossible for him 
or her to enter into a second concurrent arrangement. The only strategy in this case is to wait for the 
other arrangement to end. 
 
Time Constraints 
Relationships require an investment of time. One must interact frequently with the other party as per 
the terms of the arrangement; without spending time, one cannot enjoy the morale benefits of the 
relationship. However, it reduces the time available to interacting with third parties. 
 
Preferences 
Morale benefits can only be enjoyed if one is pleasantly disposed towards the other party. If there 
are any signs of contempt or significant irritation at their presence, the arrangement is doomed to 
failure and not worth embarking upon in the first place. But if one's preference is significantly 
strong enough, it could potentially outweigh any aforementioned costs. 
 
Risks 
Extending an invitation can have two outcomes: accept or reject. The benefits of "accept" are 
significant, while the costs of "reject" are a brief period of lowered morale. Since the expected value 
of extending an invitation is highly positive, it seems foolish not to extend an invitation. 
 
Conclusion 
Though there are definite financial costs and some areas for caution, if one's preferences are strong 
enough, it can be worth the risk of those costs to extend an invitation for establishing a formal 
romantic relationship. 


